
Ag Participants Bring Home Awards 
 Milfordôs Ag program has grown over the 

past two years under the leadership of Mark Jackson. 

Students competed at three shows this year: San An-
tonio, Houston and more recently at  the 21st Ellis 

County Youth Expo. 

 There were several students who received 

high honors. Elvia Gallegos, Jesus Ojeda and Allie 

Norcross not only won first in class but also won the 

electrical division Grand Champion for their work-

bench with electrical. Russell Helms, who took first 

in class for his Braford Heifer, also won the individ-
ual Beef Herdsman Award. Mike Owens entered his 

pipe bender in the ag mechanics division and took 
first in class as well as the shop equipment division 

Reserve Champion. 

 Owens also placed second in American 
steers, Ellis county bred and third in the American 

steer class. 

 ñIôve been in ag since junior high,ò stated 

Burk. ñI like working with my hands and building 

things.ò Senior Ethan Burk took second in class for 

his pipe work stand. 

 For his work on a pipe rack, Matthew Wilson 

was awarded third in class. His brother, Michael Wil-

son was given fourth in class for his pipe work stand. 

 Cheyenne Frank showed her market goat and 

Jose Owens showed his market hog.  

 At the Houston Ag Mechanics Show, Ethan 

Burk brought back a blue ribbon. 

 Red ribbons were 

given to Elvia Gallegos, 

Allie Norcross, Jesus 
Ojeda, Gustavo Gallegos, 

Scott Kelley, and Mike 

Owens. 

Dates to Remember  

April 23-24: Regional Aca-

demic UIL Meet 

April 27-30: TAKS Testing 

May 3: School Make up Day 

May 3-4: Regional Track 

May 6: NHS Induction, 7 p.m. 

May 11: Athletic Banquet @7 

May 13: Spring Concert @7 

May 18-19: Final Exams 

May 19-20: Early Release 

May 21: Flex Days Begin 
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Blame it on the 

freshman and jun-

ior classes. They 

seem to be the 

cause for Mil-

fordôs high num-

bers of advance-

ment in UIL aca-

demics and track. 

Although there were fewer partici-

pants in UIL academics this year, al-

most 86% placed in District or ad-

vanced to Regional competition.  

Ashley Ross, junior, placed fourth 

in Ready Writing and freshman Octa-

via Frederick placed fourth in Poetry. 

Rachel Strange, freshman, advance 

to the next level of competition in 

both Prose and Feature Writing. Her 

sister, Tapley also advanced in Prose. 

Tapley, junior, has advanced to Re-

gional competition for three consecu-

tive years. 

This year we have several individu-

als and both boys and girls relays 

advancing to area competition on 

April 15. 

Ashley Ross set a school record in 

her Discus throw of 103 feet advanc-

ing her to Area. She also advanced in 

the Shot Put breaking another school 

record with 35ô10.5ò. She advanced 

to Regionals in both. 

Jamaar Davis, also a junior, set the 

school record in the 200 meter run 

with 22.9 seconds. He also advanced 

in the 100 meter run. Davis advanced 

to Regional competition in both. 

The girls relay team of Brittany 

Goss, RaôTara Singleton, Rachel 

Strange and Tapley Strange advanced 

in the 400 and 800. Rachel also ad-

vanced in the high jump. However, 

they did not advance to regional's. 

The boys 

relay team of 

Jamie Johnson, 

Jairus Russell, 

Dez Buckaloo, 

and Lee Smith 

advanced in the 

400 and 800 

relay. The 1600 

relay team of 

Russell, Bucka-

loo, Smith and 

Davis also ad-

vanced. 

The 1600 relay team of Russell, 

Johnson, Smith, and Davis advanced 

to Regional competition. 

Jacob Rose, junior, advanced to 

area competition in the Shot Put. 

Two Seniors advanced from district 

to area: Ethan Burk in the Discus and 

Scott Kelley in the 300 and 110 hur-

dles. 

20 Years in the Making 

UIL on the Rise 

According to the display cases 
in the front hallway, it has been 20 
years since Milfordôs one act play 
advanced to district competition. 
ñThis is a huge accomplish-

ment for us,ò stated co-director 
Cheryl Sessums. ñOur kids did an 
outstanding job in zone which ad-
vanced us to the next level of 
competition.ò 

On April 1, Milford preformed 
ñFoiled by an Innocent Maidò at 
district competition against five 
other schools. Although Milford 
did not advance to area competi-
tion, the cast and crew were 
pleased with their performance. 
ñWe worked really hard and I 

think we were fantastic,ò stated 
Raborn Sprabary. Raborn won an 
honorable mention medal at dis-
trict competition and an all-star 
cast award at zone. 

Three other members of the 
cast and crew were awarded med-
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als for their performance. 
Tapley Strange took best 

actress in both zone and district 
competition. This is her second 
year to win this award. 

Rachel Strange was given 
an honorable mention at dis-
trict and all-star cast at zone 
competitions. 

Genia Armstrong was 
awarded Outstanding crew at 
district. RaôTara Singleton won 
this award at zone competition. 

Senior 
Genora Arm-
strong was 
awarded an 
honorable 
mention at 
zone competi-
tion. 


